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North-Holland 
Preface 
The First Malta Conference on Graphs and Combinatorics, held between 28 May 
and 2 June 1990 at the Suncrest Hotel, Qawra in Malta, was one of a number of 
similar conferences held in the Central Mediterranean Region but the first of its kind 
held in the Island of Malta. 
There were three types of lecture: (i) two instructional courses of five one-hour 
lectures each, (ii) four invited one-hour lectures, and (iii) contributed talks of 20 
minutes each in two parallel sessions. The instructional courses were given by 
L. Lovasz (Budapest and Princeton) and C. Thomassen (Denmark), and the invited 
lecturers were L.W. Beineke (Fort Wayne), N.L. Biggs (London School of Economics 
and Political Science), R. Graham (Bell Labs.), and D.J.A. Welsh (Oxford). 
The Conference, organized by the Department of Mathematics of the University of 
Malta, was made possible by the support of the University of Malta, the Foundation 
for International Studies, UNESCO, and Mid-Med Bank Ltd. To all these bodies we 
should like to extend our grateful thanks. 
Thanks are also due to the Scientific Committee for their support and encourage- 
ment, but especially to Lowell Beineke who coordinated all the refereeing work on the 
other side of the Atlantic. At this end, a special word of thanks must go to Ms. Marika 
Fenech, Mathematics Department Secretary, for her efficient handling of most corre- 
spondence. 
A final word of gratitude to Discrete Mathematics for agreeing to publish the 
proceedings, to Professor Peter Hammer, Editor-in-Chief, for 
unfailing support, and to Ms. Nelly Segal for her assistance. 
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